AUGUST,  1963 


DELEGATE  ELECTIONS 


Last  month  we  listed  the  subdistricts 
in  which  delegate  elections  would  be 
held.     Since  then  nominations  have 
been  received  here  at  the  office  and 
ballots  are  now  being  mailed  to  mem- 
bers in  these  subdistricts. 

Where  only  one  nomination  was  re- 
ceived the  nominee  is  therefore, 
elected  by  acclamation.     In  the  case 
of  no  nominations,  a  by-election  will 
be  held,  details  of  which  are  further 
explained  in  this  article. 


Dist. 


11 

13 


A.  H.  Anderson 

R.  Hart 

E.  G.  Olsen 

B.  Reiffenstein 
P.  Paetkau 

W.  Risdon 

A.  Hogg 

Warren  J.  Byler 
By-election 


Address 

Box  327, 
Medicine  Hat 

Claresholm 
Beazer 

Chancellor 
RR#1,  Cluny 
Strathmore 

High  River 

719-24  Ave.N.W, 
Calgary 


T.  Quaschnick 
A.  H.  Schroch 


Box  922,  Hanna 
Rumsey 

Continued  on  Page  4 


COVER 


Our  cover  this  month  shows  16  of  the 
20  members  of  the  Edmonton  Farm  Supply 
Staff.     The  green  and  white  jackets 
worn  by  these  fellows  are  symbolic  of 
U.F.A.  Co-op  and  the  Staff  Association 
in  Edmonton. 

Read  more  about  this  "  Gang  from  Mount 
Lawn  Road"  featured  in  this  month's 
cover  of  the  Co-operator. 


MEET  THE  GANG! 


ROY  HENKER 

MAPLE  LEAF  AGENT 
GRANUM 

This  month  we  interview  Roy  Henker, 
the  colorful  and  ambitious  man  who 
for  24  years  has  been  the  agent  for 
co-operative  petroleum  in  Granum. 
He  has  been  the  agent  since  U.F.A. 
Co-op  has  operated  the  agency  and 
spent  the  previous  7  years  with  the 
Granum  Co-op. 

Roy, aside  from  his  regular  duties  as 
agent,  takes  an  active  interest  in 
many  other  activities.    He  is  present- 
ly a  member  of  the  Shriners,  Eastern 
Star,  Oddfellows,  Elks  and  Rebeccas. 
He  is  also  the  Fire  Chief  of  Granum 
and  surrounding  area,  member  of  the 
Town  Council  and  Director  and  Board 
of  Managers  of  the  Pioneer  Lodge  in 
Ft.  Macleod  (  Senior  Citizen's  Home). 

In  addition  to  this  Roy  and  his  wife 
Anne,  who  is  a  native  Albertan,  com- 
ing from  Grassy  Lake,  have  time  for 
a  major  hobby  -  fishing. 

The  bulk  station  is  operated  mainly 
by  Roy  himself,  however,  he  does  have 
help  at  times  including  Ruth  Ttaur, 
bookkeeper,  Sam  Johnson,  who  handles 
phone  calls  and  a  son  Bev.  who  helps 
with  other  jobs. 

Roy  was  born  in  Steel,  North  Dakota 
and  came' to  Alberta  in  1909  and  since 
this  time  has  always  lived  in  the 
Granum  area. 
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Feature  Article  :  

THE  GANG  FROM  MOUNT  LAWN  ROAD 


We  have  the  best  facilities,  do  the 
most  business,  have  the  best  staff 
and  are  going  to  do  even  better  next 
year  -  so  says  each  and  everyone  of  the 
some  20  members  of  the  Edmonton  Farm 
Supply  Depot.    They  have  some  pretty 
good  arguments  to  back  up  their  claims. 

Their  facilities  are  the  best.  This 
new  modern  Farm  Supply  Centre  com- 
pleted only  last  January  is  a  functional 
layout  that  has  proved  to  be  a  delight 
for  both  customer  and  staff.  Plenty 
of  parking  space,  spacious  display  area, 
large  counter,  make  it  a  pleasure  to 
shop  at  the  U.F.A.  Co-op.     The  staff 
enjoy  the  room  to  work,  the  big  ware- 
house and  the  big  yard  that  enables 
them  to  take  care  of  customers'  needs 
promptly  and  to  display  their  merchand- 
ise both  inside  and  outside  to  good 
advantage. 

Sales  for  the  first  11  months  of  this 
year  are  $1,836,954.00  which  is  just 
ahead  of  Calgary  at  $1,759,214.00.  But 
Edmonton  better  take  care,  George  Duffy 
always  has  a  few  tricks  up  his  sleeve. 
In  any  case  the  Edmonton  area  has  more 
farmers  to  draw  on  and  should  continue 
to  grow  for  many  more  years.  It's 
growth  since  its  inception  in  1957  has 
been  beyond  the  most  optimistic  pre- 
dictions.    Look  at  these  sales  figures. 


1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 


$265,000 
547,000 
1,113,000 
1,259,000 
1,640,000 
1,870,000 


This  reporter  isn't  going  to  get  into 
any  argument  about  who  is  best,  but 
will  stake  his  reputation  that  Edmonton 
is  good.     You  sense  it  as  soon  as  you 
enter  the  door.     Everyone  is  alert, 
friendly,  and  on  the  job.     If  you  listen 
in  to  the  customers  and  the  countermen 
talking,  you  will  find  that  the  counter 
men,  not  only  know  their  merchandise, 
they  know  about  U.F.A.  Co-op,  the 
Farmers'  Union  and  what  the  farm  prob- 
lems of  the  area  are.     If  you  watch 
merchandise  being  loaded  in  and  loaded 
out,  you  sense  the    efficiency  of  this 
end  of  the  business.     When  you  inquire 
about  the  staff  association,  you  find 
enthusiasm  and  active  participation. 


"Being  a  good  counter- 
man in  a  Farm  Supply 
Depot  is  a  tough  job", 
says  Harry  Koshman, 
Head  Counterman.  "We 
have  over  3,000  items  of 
stock  to  be  familiar  with 
and  in  addition  must  be 
able  to  make  suggestions 
for  all  kinds  of  build- 
ings, spraying  weeds, 
treating  seed,  doctoring 
sick  cows  and  all  the  other  farm  prob- 
lems.    In  addition,  you  better  be  able 
to  answer  questions  about  nominations 
and  elections,  oil  dividends  and  farm 
union  policy,  if  you  want  to  retain 
respect  of  your  member  customers.  Our 
boys  work  hard  all  the  time  to  improve 
their  knowledge  and  the  fact  that  most 
have  a  good  farm  background,  makes 
it  easier." 


Harry  Koshman 
Head 

Counterman 


Typical  of  Trucks  Loading  at  the 

Edmonton  Farm  Supply  Centre. 
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Busy  as  Usual  in  Edmonton 


m 


The  loading,  unloading, 
storing  and  filling  of 
orders  is  capably  hand- 
led by  another  crew  of 
able  staff.     Gene  Kreig- 
er,  Head  Warehouseman 
comments,  "  Everything 
that  goes  out  through 
here,  goes  through  our 
hands  at  least  twice, 
once  when  it  is  brought 
in  and  again  when  it  is 
sold  to  the  farmer  member.    We  must 
maintain  systematic  operation  here  in 
the  warehouse  in  order  to  unload  car- 
loads of  incoming  supplies  before  any 
demurrage  is  charged,  and  still  give 
fast  service  to  our  member  orders.  We 
have  an  efficient  system  of  storage  and 
with  the  ambitious  staff  we  face  few 
complaints  with  the  members  having  to 
wait. " 


■  m 

Gene  Krieger 
Shipper 


Clarence  Duckett  Loads  Supplies  Bound 

For  The  North  Peace 
The  Staff  Associations  plays  a  keen 
role  in  the  affairs  of  the  Edmonton 
gang  -  their  staff  meetings,  picnics, 
parties  are  always  lively  and  inter- 
esting.    The  President  of  the  Assoc- 
iation is  Al  Chiesa  from  the  Petroleum 
Warehouse,  Vice  President  is  Ken  Croskery 

Farm  Supply  Centre  and 
the  Secretary-Treasurer 
is  the  very  pleasant 
Jackie  Hardman  of  the 
Farm  Supply  Centre.  Jackie 
one  of  the  key  persons 
around  the  Centre ,  keeps 
the  Kardex  system,  does 
the  typing,  answers  calls 
and  still  finds  time  to 
participate  fully  in  the 


Jim  Shindler 
Branch 
Supervisor 


staff  functions.    Her  interest  in  the 
staff  is  symbolic  of  the  team  spirit 
that  prevails.     The  latest  is  the  staff 
jackets,  which  are  of  the  U.F.A.  colors, 
green  and  white,  and  are  proudly  worn  by 
all  staff.    These  emphasize  the  spirit, 
enthusiasm  and  interest  in  their 
operation. 

A  man  justly  proud  of  the 
Edmonton  Farm  Supply 
Centre  is  the  supervisor, 
Jim  Shindler,  who  upon 
interviewing  appears 
quiet,  modest  and  reserv- 
ed about  the  successful- 
ness  of  the  operation. 
Jim  has  a  good  history  of 
the  U.F.A.  Co-op,  and  un- 
doubtedly is  responsible 
for  much  of  the  attitude  and  success  of 
this  branch.     In  his  quiet,  understand- 
ing way,  he  makes  you  feel  at  ease  and 
yet  commands  high  respect  from  everyone. 
Jim  began  with  U.F.A.  Co-op  in  Calgary 
as  a  service  station  attendant  which 
was  only  temporary  for  he  moved  into  the 
grocery  department  of  the  Calgary  U.F.A. 
Co-op  Store  and  then  into  Head  Office  with 
the  Accounting  Department.  With  the 

Farm  Supply  business  growing, the  Edmonton 
branch  was  opened  in  1957  and  Jim  assumed 
the  duties  of  supervisor.    He  speaks  of 
the  days  when  the  staff  consisted  of  him- 
self and  one  other  and  the  enormous  pro- 
blems they  faced.    One  gets  the  impress- 
ion these  problems  were  no  more  than  a 
challenge  which  Jim  met  and  resulted  in 
the  building  of  a  solid  business  necessi- 
tating the  present  staff  of  20. 
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Metro  Starchuk  Helps 
Jerald  Hutchinson,  Pres.  Jr.F.U.A.  and 
Gerald  Schuler,  F.U.  &  CD. A.  Load  a 
Washer  for  Jr.  F.U. A.  Camp. 


CREDIT  UNION  NEWS 


UNDER  THE  UMBRELLA  \ 


Credit  Unions  are  true  Co-operatives. 

(a)  Each  member  has  one  vote. 

(b)  Members  elect  officers  from  their 
own  numbers. 

(c)  Members  share  the  responsibilties 
and  benefits. 

(d)  Credit  Unions  are  non-profit  Co-ops 
Earnings  are  returned  to  the  members  in 
the  form  of  interest  on  share  deposits 
and  rebates  of  loan  interest. 

(e)  With  the  exception  of  the  treasurer  - 
all  officers  work  without  remunera- 
tion 


CONT.  FROM  PAGE  1 


(Mrs.)  Edna  Scott 
July  1,1963  -  The  Look  of  Progress 

We  would  like  you  to  meet  Edna  Scott 
the  new  Treasurer  of  the  U.F.A.  Co-op 
Savings  and  Credit  Union.     Edna  is 
certainly  no  stranger  to  most  of  the 
staff.     She  has  many  years  accounting 
experience  including  eight  at  the  U.F.A. 
Co-op  Head  Office  in  Calgary. 
Edna  has  been  a  member  of  the  U.F.A. 
Co-op  Savings    and  Credit  Union  for 
eight  years.     During  this  time  she 
spent  five  years  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  three  of  which  she 
served  as  Vice-President. 
This  varied  experience  provides  an  ex- 
cellent background  for  her  present  duties. 
Welcome  to  the  Credit  Union  in  your  new 
official  capacity.     We're  glad  to  have 
you  aboard  Edna. 
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15        R.  W.  Steward 

J.  G.  Schissel 

17  By-election 

19        A.  F.  Friend 

D.  W.  Lyle 

21        H.  Boles 

23        E.  B.  Grimson 

G.  M.  Reist 

25        R.  Void 

E.  Berglin 

27        E.  Quwek 

S.  E.  Sweetnam 

29        J.  Lewicky 

31        0.  A.  Gudlaugson 


33        G.  Bugeaud 

M.  Nickolychuk 

35.      Wm.  Eaglesham 


Box  193,  Carbon 
Beiseker 


Rosalind 
Stettler 

Three  Hills 

RR#1,  Red  Deer 
RR#3,  Red  Deer 

Ponoka 
Millet 

Bruderheim 
RR#6,  Edmonton 

Spedden 

Box  297,  Beaver- 
lodge 

Falher 
Woking 

Fairview 


BY-ELECTIONS 

In  subdistrict  11  and  17  a  by-election 
will  be  held.     Nomination  papers  will 
be  mailed  on  August  15  to  all  members 
in  the  subdistrict.     The  deadline  for 
their  return  is  set  at  September  4. 
In  case  of  more  than  one  nomination, 
ballots  will  be  mailed  to  the  members 
in  the  subdistrict  and  must  be  returned 
to  Head  Office  before  September  30. 


New  Hours 

Effective  July  1,  1963,  Edna  will  be 
available  at  the  Head  Office  in  Calgary 
on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  from  11:00  A.M. 
to  3:00  P.M.     All  payments,  loan  applicat- 
ions and  inquiries  should  be  sent  to: 

1119  -  1st  Street,  S.E.  Calgary. 


See  you  next  month , 


F.U.&CD.A.  TEEN  CAMPS 


We  had  the  privilege  of  attending  the 
F.U.  &  CD. A.  Teen  Camp  for  F.U.A. 
Districts  11,  12,  13  &  14  held  on  July 
14  -  20  at  Gold  Eye  Lake  Camp. 

This  group  of  34  persons  spent  one  week 
at  Gold  Eye  Lake  Camp  discussing  the 
various  topics  affecting  our  communities, 
our  organizations  and  our  co-operatives. 
Throughout  the  sessions  the  theme  "Let's 
Discuss"  was  followed,    with  these  stud- 
ents being  between  the  ages  of  16  and  20 
doing  the  discussing. 

The  Camp  was  designed  to  stimulate  the 
community  with  an  elected  mayor  and 
council,  who  administered  all  student 
activities.     Business  also  played  a  role 
through  the  canteen  which  became  an 
autonomous  co-operative  having  a  full 
slate  of  officers,  meetings  and  the 
ultimate,  the  payment  of  dividends. 
The  top  15  students  were  chosen  by  the 
group  and  these  15  students  will  be 
attending  the  Graduate  Teen  Camp  some- 
time in  1963  or  64  dependent  on  when 
they  can  attend. 

Staff  for  the  camp  included: 


Gerald  Schuler 
Mrs.  Lola  Lange 
Mr.  George  Loree 
Mrs.  R.  Johnston 
Don  Freed 
Frank  Burgess 
Elmer  Reimer 
D.  Lien 


F.U.  &  CD. A. 

F.  W.  U.A. 

F.U.A. 

F.  W.  U.A. 

A.  W.  P. 

U.CG. 

U.F.A.  Co-op 
U.F.A.  Co-op 


TROUBLE  SLEEPING 

During  a  conversation  with  an  old  friend 
he  hadn't  seen  for  some  time,  a  Florida 
farmer  asked  how  he  had  been  sleeping. 

"  I  sleep  good  nights,  "  he  said, 
"  and  I  sleep  pretty  good  mornings,  but 
afternoons  I  just  seem  to  twist  and  turn." 
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In  1962  the  Central  Alberta  Dairy  Pool 
had  sales  of  15-jjr  million  dollars,  a 
record  high,  and  more  than  one  million 
dollars  over  1961.  With  Head  Office  in 
Red  Deer,  CA.  D.  P.  began  as  a  small 
creamery  in  1924  and  it  now  has  22  plants, 
The  retirement  of  E .  A.  Johnstone  as 
General  Manager  was  announced  at  the 
recent  Annual  Meeting. 


SMART  GUY 

A  wise  guy  stepping  up  to  a  bus  as  it 
stopped  the  other  morning  said  to  the 
driver:  "  Well,  Noah,  you've  got  here. 
Is  the  Ark  full?" 

The  motorman  answered  back:  "  Nope, 
we  need  one  more  monkey.    Come  on  in.1 


The  Calgary  Staff  Association  has 
planned  a  Bar-B-Que  and  dance  for 
Saturday,  August  10  at  Happy  Valley. 
The  supper  will  commence  at  7  P.M. 
Entrance  fee  is  $3.00  per  couple, 
with  tickets  being  sold  in  advance. 

Farm  commodities  are  certainly  not  the 
only  things  in  surplus.     It  is  estimated 
that  even  if  90/0  of  all  our  nuclear 
material  was  lost,  we  have  still  manu- 
factured and  stored  enough  to  blow  up 
the  entire  world  11  times." 

-  Washington  News  Letter 

A  recent  bulletin  tells  us  that  "  it 
is  estimated  that  over  20>o  of  all  hogs 
are  troubled  to  some  extent  by  stomach 
ulcers".     So  pigs  as  well  as  the  members 
of  the  Hog  Marketing  Board  have  worries. 

PATInNCE 

Husband:  "  You  will  never  succeed  in 
making  that  dog  obey  you". 

Wife:  "  Nonsense.     It  is  only  a  matter 
of  patience.     I  had  a  lot  of  trouble 
with  you  at  first. " 


SUMMER  BOARD  MEETING 


Your  Board  spent  a  very  busy  2  days  at  their  meeting  on  July 
15  and  16.     Some  of  the  highlights  were  as  follows: 

FINANCIAL 

Treasurer  Ralph  Ward  reported  that  net  operating  earnings  for 
the  first  11  months  of  the  fiscal  year  were  $1,632,242.00  as 
compared  with  $1,456,282.00  in  the  same  period  a  year  ago. 

PETROLEUM 

J.  C.  Robb  reported  that  sales  of  light  products  for  the  11 
month  period  were  up  9.7%  and  lubricants  up  12.8%. 

FARM  SUPPLIES 

William  McCartney  reported  total  sales  for  the  11  months  as 
$5,826,490.00  as  compared  with  sales  of  $4,656,905.00  a  year 
ago.     Sales  for  the  11  months  by  branches  were: 


Grande  Prairie  $827,478.00 

Edmonton  1,836,954.00 

Red  Deer  977,663.00 

Calgary  1,759,214.00 

Lethbridge  425,190.00 


REPORTS 

Progress  reports  were  received  from  committees  appointed  to 
study  credit,  propane  distribution  and  a  Farm  Supply  Depot 
in  the  North  Peace . 

REVISION  OF  BY-LAWS 

A  revised  set  of  by-laws  prepared  by  our  solicitor   was  re- 
ceived in  detail.     The  purpose  of  the  revision  was  to  take  care 
of  new  developments  that  have  occurred  particularly  in  regard 
to  our  dealing  with  Associations  and  our  buying  Locals  as  well 
as  to  remove  ambiguities  and  rearrange  existing  by-laws  to  make 
ready  reference  easier.     The  by-law  revisions  will  be  submitted 
to  the  Annual  Meeting  and  will,  no  doubt,  form  an  important  part 
of  the  business  of  that  meeting. 

CANADIAN  BROADCASTING  LEAGUE 

The  Board  decided  to  join  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  League  at 
an  annual  fee  of  $25.00.     This  League  is  a  National  Association 
of  Associations  and  individual  members  devoted  to  using  their 
influence  to   safeguard    the  interest  of  the  listener  in  matters 
pertaining  to  radio  and  television  broadcasting  in  Canada. 

OFFICE  EXPANSION 

The  Board  authorized  the  General  Manager  to  obtain  plans  and 
estimates  for  an  extension  of  the  Head  Office  building,  in  order 
to  provide  additional  space  to  relieve  existing  congestion  and 
to  take  care  of  expected  expansion  for  the  next  five  years.  The 
General  Manager  will  report  back  at  the  next  meeting. 
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SUMMER  BOARD  MEETING  CONT. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  SOLICITOR 

The  firm  of  Allen.  MacKimmie,  Matthews,  Wood . Phillips  &  Smith 
were  appointed  solicitors  for  U.F.A.  Co-op.    This  Calgary 
firm  number  amongst  its  clients  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool.  Mr. 
MacKimmie  is  currently  President  of  the  Canadian  Bar  Association. 
Mr.  Wood  will  be  handling  our  affairs  and  has  had  considerable 
experience  in  the  co-operative  field  due  to  his  work  with  the 
Wheat  Pool. 

ANNUAL  MEETING 

Plans  for  the  Annual  Meeting  were  completed.     It  will  be  held 
at  the  Trade  Winds  Motor  Hotel  on  November  5  to.  8.    The  Board 
expressed  the  hope  that  as  many  delegates  as  possible  stay  at 
the  Hotel.     The  accommodation  is  excellent  and  the  price  reason- 
able.    It  was  pointed  out  that  when  most  of  the  delegates  are 
in  the  same  hotel  it  provided  opportunities  for  visiting  and 
exchanging  ideas  outside  of  the  formal  meeting,  which  would  be 
a  benefit  to  the  Organization  and  to  the  individual  delegate. 
The  secretary  was  asked  to  send  brochures  to  each  delegate  in 
October  showing  the  hotel,  its  location  and  prices.     Mr.  A.  M. 
Runciman,  President  of  the  United  Grain  Growers,  has  accepted 
an  invitation  to  be  guest  speaker  at  the  banquet. 

The  Board  acceded  to  the  request  of  the  Educational  Committee 
to  devote  the  4th  day  to  delegate  education  and  discussion. 


JUNIOR  F.U.A.  USE  CAMP 
FOR  ANNUAL  MEETING 


Some  forty  Junior  F.U.A. 
members  and  F.U.A.  offic- 
ials met  at  the  Gold  Eye 
Lake  Camp  on  Wednesday, 
July  3,  to  hold  the  Annual 
Junior  F.U.A.  Meeting.  The 
peaceful,  picturesque  setting  1 
created  an  atmosphere  for  good 
sound  discussion  and  many 
good  ideas  were  presented  by 
those  attending. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  meeting  was  a  panel  on  Farm  Organization  chaired 
a  former  Junior  U.F.A.  President,  Wilf  Hoppins,  now  General  Manager  of  U.F.A. 
Other  panel  members  included  Gordon  Moss  -  U.G.G.  fieldman;  C.  J.  Versluys  -F. 
Director,  District  12;  Dick  Page  F.U.A.  Director,  District  10  and  W.  Hallum  - 
F.U.A.  Discussion  centered  around  Jr.  F.U.A.  and  the  problems  that  persist  in 
rural  organizations. 


W.  J.  Hoppins  Chairing  Panel  On  Farm 
Organization  At  Junior  F.U.A.  Meeting 


by 

Co-op 
U.A. 
Jr. 
all 


A  banquet  concluded  the  day's  business  with  Mr.  Jerald  Hutchinson,  re-elected  Jr. 
President  as  Toastmaster  and  Mr.  Wilf  Hoppins  as  guest  speaker. 
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BOARD  VISITS  NEW  CO-OPS 


There  is  something  new  under  the  sun. 
Co-ops  are  breaking  new  ground  to  meet 
the  new  problems  of  Alberta  farmers. 
If  anyone  doubts  this  hp  should  have 
been  along  with  the  U.F.A.  Board  of 
Directors  visiting  two  new  Co-op 
Grazing  Associations  previous  to  the 
summer  Board  Meeting  on  Sunday,  July 
14. 

South  on  the  Macleod  Trail  from  Cal- 
gary to  Claresholm  is  a  good  farming 
area  that  in  former  years  produced 
mostly  grain.    As  quota  problems  devel- 
oped and  the  farms  needed  grass  and 
legumes  to  maintain  fertility,  more 
and  more  beef  cattle  were  produced. 
Their  problem  was  summer  grazing.  To 
have  an  efficient  operation  they  needed 
grass  land  to  carry  the   cows  during  the 
summer  months.    To  the  west  of  them  in 
the  foothills  and  in  the  Porcupine  Hills 
was  some  of  the  finest  grass  land  in  the 
West  and  occupied  by  many  famous  ranches, 
including  the  Bar-U,  the  E-P  and  the 
Waldron. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  farmers 
could  have  passed  resolutions  asking 
the  Government  to  do  something  -  to 
form  community  pastures  -  to  cut  the  big 
ranches  into  small  holdings  -  or  some- 
thing.    These  farmers  were  a  different 
breed.     Active  in  the  Farmers'  Union,  the 
Pool,  the  U.F.A.  Co-op,  they  were  wise  in 
the  ways  of  co-operatives  and  used  to 
solving  their  own  problems. 

In  a  bull  session  at  the  Banff  School 
of  Fine  Arts,  some  of  the  boys, among 
them  Neil  Mowatt,  Reg  Armstrong  and 
George  Loree, first  talked  of  a  co-op 
grazing  association.    When  they  got 
home  they  went  to  work  and  formed  the 
Spruce  Ranch  Co-op.     In  1958  they 
bought  the  7-U  Brown  Ranch,  west  of 
Nanton.    Deeded  and  leased  land  amount- 
ed in  all  to  20,000  acres.     In  1959 
they  were  grazing  their  own  cattle  on 
this  excellent  ranch.     Reg  Armstrong 
has  been  President  and  Neil  Mowatt  has 
been  Secretary  of  this  venture  since 
its  inception. 


In  the  fall  of  1962  the  world  famous 
Waldron  Ranch  was  offered  for  sale. 
This  44,000  acre  spread  is  regarded  as 
having  some  of  the  best  grass  in  Canada 
and  it  was  generally  thought  that  it 
would  be  purchased  by  American  interests 
as  it  was  too  big  for  Canadians  to 
handle.     The  farmers  in  the  area  had 
other  ideas.     Encouraged  by  the  success 
of  the  Spruce  Co-op  Ranch  and  spear- 
headed by  such  people  as  Ed  Nelson, 
Ellis  Oviatt,  Reg  Armstrong,  Neil 
Mowatt,  Ray  and  Orrin  Hart,  Archie 
Hogg  and  others,  the  Waldron  Grazing 
Co-op  was  organized,  with  Ed  Nelson 
as  President  and  Ellis  Oviatt  as 
Secretary.     They  gathered  up  the  member- 
ship and  the  dollars  and  then  purchased 
the  Waldron  for  a  million  dollars. 
Farmer  members  now  own,  control  and 
operate  a  spread  that  will  provide 
summer  pasture  for  5,000  head  of  cattle 
from  May  to  November.     Three  experienced 
riders  look  after  the  cattle  and  the 
fences,  thus  keeping  labor  costs  at  a 
very  low  level. 

Operating  an  enterprise  of  this  size 
and  complexity  is  no  small  task.  No 
doubt  they  will  have  their  problems  as 
most  worthwhile  ventures  do.     With  the 
leadership,  ability  and  know-how  of 
this  group  of  farmers,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  these  problems  will  be 
overcome.     It  is  evident  that  self- 
help  is  an  idea  very  much  to  the  fore 
in  this  part  of  rural  Alberta  and  one 
cannot  help  but  feel  that  such  ideas 
will  spread  to  other  areas  to  meet 
similar  or  different  problems. 

These  were  the  Co-ops  your  Board 
visited.     Neil  Mowatt,  member  of  the 
Board  and  Ellis  Oviatt,  delegate, 
acted  as  hosts  showing  the  group  over 
the  enormous  fields  and  talked  of 
improvements  to  be  made.     There  was 
much  good  talk  about  the  significance 
and  the  role  of  Co-ops  in  the  new 
kind  of  farming  that  is  developing  in 
Alberta.     Dinner  and  supper  were  served 
at  the  Spruce  headquarters. 
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MODERNIZATION  PROGRAMME 


by 

BILL  MARGACH 


During  the  past  five  and  a  half  years, 
U.F.A.  Co-op  has  of  necessity  been  re- 
quired to  go  on  an  ever  increasing  ex- 
pansion and  modernization  programme 
which  we  like  to  think  has  played  a 
part  in  the  increased  sales  enjoyed 
during  this  period. 


BOARD  VISITS  NEW  CO-OPS 

Continued  from  Page  8 

Looking  some  20  miles  to  the  west,  one 
saw  the  ever-changing  rugged  high  peaks 
of  the  Livingstone  Range.     In  the  fore- 
ground were  rolling,  grass  covered  hills, 
with  groves  of  poplar  and  spruce  on  the 
Northern  slopes  and  in  the  coulees.  In 
such  a  setting  any  meal  would  have  been 
a  treat  but  we  didn't  have  just  any  meal. 
We  had  a  banquet  -  a  super  abundance  of 
wonderful  food,  prepared  by  two  very 
charming  ladies  -  Mrs.  Mowatt  and  Mrs. 
Oviatt.    As  an  expert  in  the  field,  I 
can  assure  everyone  that  nobody  but 
nobody  can  cook  beans  like  Mrs.  Oviatt 
and  nobody  can  make  better  coffee  than 
Mrs.  Mowatt. 

It  was  a  good  day.  It  restored  your 
faith  in  the  Co-op  movement,  and  in 
the  ability  and  resourcefulness  of 
Alberta  farmers.  It  reminded  you  of 
the  beauty  and  the  resources  we  have 
in  this  province.  It  will  be  a  good 
place  for  our  children  to  live  in. 
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We  would  like  to  point  out  that  U.F.A. 
Co-op  owns  118  petroleum  bulk  plants 
of  which  59  or  50%  have  been  constructed 
or  rebuilt  since  January  1,1958.    Of  the 
59  new  plants  28  are  new  outlets  opened 
during  this  time,  while  the  other  31 
plants  were  due  to  a  rebuilding  prog- 
ramme as  the  old  warehouses  and  under- 
ground storage  was  inadequate  and  had 
outlived  their  usefulness. 

To  go  another  step  further  it  is  to  be 
noted  that  of  the  59  bulk  plants 
built  prior  to  1958,  nine  of  them  were 
built  in  the  18  months  previous.  As 
a  result  of  this  expansion  and  moder- 
nization programme  your  Co-op  has  only 
38  plants  over  seven  years  old.     It  is 
expected  that  a  further  12  rebuilds  will 
be  completed  within  the  next  year.  Over 
and  above  the  petroleum  bulk  plants,  we 
now  have  a  total  of  31  U.F.A.  owned 
service  stations,  14  being  built  during 
the  last  five  years. 
We,  in  the  operational  end  of  U.F.A. 
Co-op,  feel  proud  of  the  59  new  bulk 
plants  and  14  new  service  stations 
which  have  been  constructed  during 
the  last  five  and  a  half  years  and  we 
know  that  our  Agents,  Area  Supervisors 
and  the  membership  body  can  be  justly 
proud  of  what  your  Co-operative  has 
accomplished  in  this  short  period  of 
time. 

With  good  fortune,  U.F.A.  Co-op  will 
have  petroleum  bulk  plants  second  to 
none  in  Alberta,  if  we  have  not  al- 
ready reached  that  plateau. 

We  possibly  should  mention  that  we  are 
marketing  petroleum  products  from  170 
agencies  and  the  ownership  of  these 
agencies  is  as  follows: 

U.F.A.  Co-op  118 

Federated  Co-op  18 

Privately  owned  13 

Pembina  Co-op  11 

Local  Co-ops  11 


CALGARY  CO-OP  OPENS  3rd  STORE 


Mr.  Jack  Rust,  popular  manager  of  the  Calgary  Co-operative's  #3 

(third)  shopping  centre,  8818  Macleod  Trail  was  a  harrassed  but 
happy  man  during  their  crowded  Grand  Opening,  July  4th  week-end. 

Inset  shows  a  portion  of  the  thousands  who  swarmed  over  the  9 
acre  site.     The  photo  is  taken  in  the  same  direction  as  the 
larger  view  of  the  service  station. 

MAPLE  LEAF  PETROLEUM  PRODUCTS  were  featured  here,  and  100  gallons 
of  gas,  drawn  for  by  the  tankful,  were  given  away  free  to  six 
holders  of  lucky  certificates.     A  pair  of  Co-op  snow  tires  and  a 
grease  job  were  also  drawn  from  the  lucky  barrel. 

In  charge  is  licensed  mechanic  Burke  Hanson.  The  station  has  six 
pumps,  two  each  to  an  '  island  1  and  three  bays  in  the  garage. 
Like  the  Calgary  Co-operatives'  other  two  service  stations,  each 
connected  with  a  shopping  centre,  the  #3  station  is  under  the 
supervision  of  Ivan  Culp  at  #1. 

This  new  Calgary  Co-op  Shopping  Centre  is  truly  a  practical  and 
modern  structure,  adding  prestige  to  Calgary's  business  world. 
It  is  a  great  achievement  for  the  thousands  of  loyal  members  who 
support  it.     The  modern  premises  carry  complete  lines  of  hard- 
ware, clothing,  groceries  and  feeds.     In  addition,  the  modern 
coffee  shop  provides  shoppers  with  a  place  to  relax  over  a  cup 
of  good  coffee. 

Congratulations  Calgary  Co-op  Association! 
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ALBERTA  WHEAT  POOL  ANNUAL  MEETING 
NOVEMBER  26      -     PALLISER' HOTEL 
CALGARY 


FARMERS'  UNION  OF  ALBERTA  CONVENTION 
DECEMBER  9-13    -  PALLISER  HOTEL .CALGARY 


